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Freedom of Speech is under attack across North America.  While some of the most 
absurd cases are right here in Canada, this story comes out of the recent Missouri 
State Fair, where a rodeo clown donned a mask and mocked “King Obama”. 
The response from the crowd was instant.  They laughed and applauded the 
Obama-mask-wearing clown.  
Response from “The Authorities” was equally swift, but not at all approving.  
Believe it or not, rodeo clown Tuffy Gessling was banned from working FOR 
LIFE because of his “insensitivity”.  

All rodeo clowns in Missouri, effective immediately, cannot work until they provide proof they have taken and 
passed a course in “sensitivity training”.  All because rodeo clown Tuffy Gessling made a few of Obama jokes with 
a dummy figure of Obama propped up by a broom to be used as a target for the rodeo bulls.
The charge is, of course, racism.  Mocking the Annointed One in any fashion means you are racist... no excep-
tions.  Tuffy Gessling, via the rodeo announcer, said “I know I’m a clown.  He’s running around acting like one 

and doesn’t even know he is one!”
For that he is banned for life from perform-
ing as a rodeo clown.
The hypocrisy is overwhelming as anyone 
with common sense should understand.  
Rodeo clowns wearing masks of Ronald 
Reagan or George W. Bush are absolutely 
okay.  It’s only the mocking of “King Obama”, 
God to the Left, where our collective intoler-
ance shines.  
I don’t despise Barack Obama because I’m 
racist.  I despise him because he’s a clown who 
is destroying America.
Yours in Liberty,

Free Speech? Don’t Be Absurd
Ban All Rodeo Clowns Until They Pass “Sensitivity Training”!

Christopher

Text like this is a link to 
online content.  
These links are provided 
to give you easy access to 
the original news story or 
other relevant information. 
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Freedom of Speech
CRTC Denies Category A License to Quebecor’s Sun News Network

In a decision that defies logic and common 
sense, the Canadian Radio and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (CRTC) denied Quebecor 
Media’s application for a Category A license for 
the Sun News Network.
This is schocking for a couple of reasons.
First, because Quebecor Media’s Sun News 
Network generates 100% Canadian content.  
Supposedly part of the CRTC mandate is to 
protect Canadian media, not bar it from the 
marketplace.
Second, because of the stations currently hold-
ing Category A licences like the one the CRTC 
just refused Sun News Network.
Take a look at this list of television networks 
granted Category A licenses and you will 
understand why I think this decision is repre-
hensible.  Here are a few of the lowlights:

 ¹ The Oprah Winfrey network, which 
does not generate a single minute of Canadian content is just one of the stations the CRTC demands be made 
available on every carrier in the country.

 ¹ MTV, the US music channel that sparked the music video trend also generates no Canadian content, yet 
is mandated to be available to every household in Canada.

 ¹ OutTV, the network dedicated to gay/lesbian issues, panders to perhaps 4% of the population. 
An article carried in many newspapers said the following:

The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission on Thursday rejected the network’s 
bid to be carried on basic cable, casting fresh doubts on the future of the controversial upstart broadcaster.
However, the CRTC says it will review the regulations for news channels in Canada.
“The diversity of voices is an essential component of our society, particularly as they relate to news and informa-
tion in the Canadian broadcasting system,” CRTC chairman Jean-Pierre Blais said in a statement.
“Television news channels provide an important public service by ensuring Canadians are exposed to different 
opinions and perspectives on matters that concern all citizens. We are concerned that under the existing rules 
Canadian news services are not being given a pride of place in our broadcasting system.”

By refusing Sun News Network’s application the CRTC is effectively stating this:
We don’t care about Canadian content.  We care only about being politically correct.  Deal with it.

Canadians deserve better than this blatantly hypocritical double standard.
This is not just a cash-flow issue for Quebecor despite all the (left-wing) media hype over the revenue that would 
obviously be generated for Quebecor as a result of a Category A license.  No, this is an issue of, to quote the 
hypocrite in charge of the CRTC, a “diversity of voices” issue in which the CRTC is ensuring that diversity of 
voices does not exist.
Not exactly what they’re supposed guarantee... but he who controls the license, controls the messages allowed...
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SLAPP of the Week (Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation)
CCLA Project to Map Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation

Mapping SLAPPs: The Trademark Project
Have you ever been threatened with a lawsuit for using a trademark in your expressive work?
CCLA wants to hear from you!
The Canadian Civil Liberties Association is seeking to hear from individuals and organizations that have been 
threatened with or have faced litigation for using a trademark that didn’t belong to them, particularly in artistic or 
political expressive materials. As part of our effort to monitor the use of Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Partici-
pation (SLAPPs) and protect free expression, CCLA is taking a closer look at the misuse of trademark law as a 
way to silence public debate and constitutionally-protected expression.

What is a SLAPP?

Strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPP) are lawsuits targeted against individuals or groups who 
have spoken out or taken a particular position on a matter of public interest. The effect of SLAPPs is to silence 
voices through intimidation and the threat of expensive litigation. Resources are redirected to dealing with the 
legal matter and away from the original public criticism. The CCLA is concerned about this potential misuse of 
the civil justice system by powerful litigants to quash meaningful counter-perspectives and dissent on issues of 
public importance. We are also concerned about the chilling effect SLAPPs can have on other potential partici-
pants in public debate.

What is a trademark?

A trademark is a mark that is used as a way to indicate the source of commercial wares or services. It serves to 
distinguish those wares and services of one maker from those of others. So, for example, a consumer who encoun-
ters a running shoe with a swoosh on it, will know that it was produced by the Nike Corporation. In recent 
years, with the rise in “branding,” trademarks have come to express complex and shifting messages about identity: 
individual, national, and corporate (among others). This is one of the reasons that trademarks have come to be 
culturally significant for commercial and critical purposes, with individuals and organizations beyond the trade-
mark owner seeking to engage them in their expressions. As a result, the threat of trademark litigation has become 
an effective channel by which to stifle public debate.

The boundaries of trademark infringement remain unclear, as there is a push for the expansion of trademark 
rights alongside a pushback from those who recognize the important role trademarks play in other areas of 
cultural expression.
If you’ve got a story about trademark-related SLAPPs, threatening legal letters or other attempts to intimidate, 
we’d like to hear it. Please contact us at: outreach@ccla.org.

http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
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Privacy Rights
Government “loses” Portable Drive with Personal Records of 583,000 Student Loans

“We’re from the Government and we’re here to help.”
Frightening words, those, and never more so than when that government claims it will safeguard your private 
information.  It was a massive screwup and the government is in full ass-coverage mode as a result as you can read 
from press releases on CanLearn.ca.

January 11, 2013: Please be advised that an electronic storage device, also known as an external portable hard 
drive, containing personal information on 583,000 Canada Student Loan borrowers who were clients of the 
Canada Student Loans Program (CSLP) from 2000-2006 has been lost from an HRSDC office in Gatineau, 
Quebec. While there is no evidence at this time that any of the information has been accessed or used for fraudu-
lent purposes, this incident is being taken very seriously and the Office of the Minister has engaged the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. Extensive and thorough search efforts have been undertaken and continue.
The external portable hard drive included:

 ¹     personal information on 583,000 Canada Student Loan borrowers who were clients of the CSLP from 
2000-2006. Student loan borrowers from the province of Quebec, Nunavut and the Northwest Territories 
during the same time period are not affected;

 ¹     Student names, Social Insurance Numbers, dates of birth, contact information and loan balance of 
Canada Student Loan borrowers;

 ¹     Personal contact information of 250 HRSDC employees;
 ¹     No banking or medical information was included on the portable hard drive.

HRSDC is sending letters to individuals affected, for whom we have current contact information, to advise them 
of the incident and what steps to take to help protect their personal information.
A toll-free number has been set-up at 1-866-885-1866 (or 1-416-572-1113 for those outside of North America) 
for individuals to verify if they are affected by this incident, and to ask additional questions regarding this issue. 
Hours of operation will be 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.EST, 7 days a week, starting Monday, January 14, 2013, for as long as 
needed.
People with a hearing or speech impairment and using a teletypewriter (TTY) can call 1-800-263-5883. This toll-
free number will also be operational 7 days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.EST.
Additional Information is available if you suspect your personal information may have been compromised.
Read the Minister’s statement on this incident.

June 28, 2013: HRSDC has purchased a customized package from the credit bureau TransUnion Canada, 
tailored specifically to this incident, and is available to everyone who may have been affected. This additional, 
reliable credit protection will, along with services already offered by Equifax, offer protection of personal informa-
tion. 
TransUnion will safeguard credit files of affected individuals with notations that information may have been 
compromised, and alert messages will be placed on those credit files. Through its agreement with TransUnion, 
HRSDC is able to offer, free of charge, this customized package to affected individuals.
Individuals who have already provided their consent for credit protection are not required to do anything as they 
will automatically be included to receive this service from TransUnion Canada.For affected clients who have not 
yet provided their consent, they may do so by calling our toll-free line at 1-866-885-1866 (calls within North 
America), or 1-416-572-1113 (calls from outside North America), or 1-800-263-5883 (if you have a speech 
impairment and use a teletypewriter - TTY).

http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
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Property Rights
Join us at the 2nd Annual Canadian Property Rights Conference

We hope to see you at the Lord Elgin Hotel in Ottawa from September 13th to the 15th for the Second Annual 
Canadian Property Rights Conference.
Following on the tremendous success of last year’s conference, we’ve lined up a list of who’s who when it comes 
to property rights from Canada and the United States. Attendees this year will have the opportunity to hear 
prospective on property rights from city planners, academics, former politicians and business people. This year’s 
keynote speaker will be Stockwell Day, the former leader of Canada’s Official Opposition.
The conference will start on the Friday night with a social, run through Saturday and Sunday morning. For a 
great early bird rate of $99 and $50 for students, attendees will also receive meals for the conference and hear 
from speakers including:

 � Stockwell Day, Former Leader of the Canadian Alliance
 � Randal O’Toole, Senior Fellow, Cato Institute
 � Dwight Newman, Professor of Law, University of Saskatchewan
 � David Seymour, Senior Fellow, Manning Foundation for Democratic Education
 � Glenn Fox, Professor of Economics, University of Guelph
 � Howard Knopf, IP Lawyer
 � And more!

For more information on our speakers and the conference, make sure to visit the official conference page by 
clicking here. Don’t forget to register for the conference and to follow us on Facebook and Twitter for the latest 
updates.  Register at http://readthis.rightsandfreedoms.org/property-rights-conference-2013 
 
ILS Essay Contest  

Can individual liberty and social justice be reconciled? We want to hear what you think. We’ll be accepting 
essays of up to 2,000 words that answer this question and awarding $3,000 in prizes! Essays must be received by 
September 1, 2013. Entrants must be studying at a recognized Canadian educational institution, or be Canadian 
citizens studying abroad. We’ll be awarding the following prizes:

 ¹ 1st Place - $1,000 plus a trip to Atlas Liberty Forum in New York City (Nov 13-14).
 ¹ 2nd Place - $500
 ¹ 3rd Place - $250
 ¹ 4th Place - $250

Entries will be accepted at http://readthis.rightsandfreedoms.org/ils-essay-contest.   

http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
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Search and Seizure
In the Wake of Gun Seizures High River RCMP Gets a New Commander

It’s hardly surprising to see the RCMP replacing the moron in charge of the High River RCMP detatchment in 
the wake of massive gun seizures from locked homes during recent flooding in the Alberta town.  What is surpris-
ing is the very pronounced manner the RCMP claims this process was already in the works before the public 
relations nightmare hit the force.
The only articles I can find online about the replacement of RCMP Staff Sergeant Leigh Thomfor with Ian Shard-
low boldly state the replacement process has “been ongoing since well before May” this once again fails the Smell 
Test.
All these articles read like the puff pieces they are... glowing comments about the RCMP “mission in High 
River” as though RCMP actions there were something to be proud of.

Ian Shardlow, who is coming up on his 17th year of service with the police service, previously held posi-
tions in both Okotoks and most recently, within Turner Valley.
“I’ve had an outsiders look in, but I’ve been on the ground since June 29,” he said. “Given the level of 
destruction and all the needs the community had, I was sent over here.” Shardlow, who has a ten-year-old 
son, said he’d be at the High River detachment for some eight to ten years.
“It’s about commitment to the community,” he said. “We live in Okotoks, but the commitment to High 
River has to be there.”

As you can see, they also speak glowingly of Staff Sergeant Ian Shardlow’s character, and for both his sake and that 
of High River, Alberta, I hope the comments and compliments are deserved and well-earned.
The last thing High River needs is another moron like Thomfor running things while the town recovers from the 
recent flood disaster.

Now that the last community has been let back in, the security envelope that once blocked off unsafe 
streets has dwindled away. The last of the RCMP resources has been turned back over to RCMP 
command.
“There’s lots of secure, but vacant homes that need a presence,” Shardlow said. “There are a lot of people 
who need support. That’s why the extra package is here.”
If damage was done to your door and residents have yet to call in, please contact the RCMP complaint 
line at 403-652-2356. According to Shardlow, they have crested some 1,800 door entry occurrences regis-
tered.
“It was a decision made as part of the state of local emergency and there will be compensation,” he said. 
“It’s just who pays the bill.”
Rather than continue to victimize people, Shardlow said they have chosen to move forward and have 
officers investigate the damage. 

Yes, I agree that the RCMP has victimized the residents of High River, Alberta quite enough already. 
While every RCMP press release repeats the garbage that residents were “grateful” the RCMP broke into their 
homes and stole their private property, the reality on the ground is quite different. 
Yes, the RCMP has a lot to answer for, and time will tell if any satisfactory answers will ever be offered.  I hold 
out little hope for accountability in this regard.  The RCMP’s internal culture is simply too pathologically 
opposed to telling the truth to allow that to happen.  The RCMP Complaints Commission process will be a joke.  
No fault will be found, and everyone involved will skate off to new appointments unscathed, just as RCMP Staff 
Sergeant Leigh Thomfor did. 
My stomach turns knowing these criminals with badges and guns will never be held accountable for their crimes.

http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
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Technology
Barrett Brown is a Political Prisoner of the Information Revolution

Imagine... you copy and paste a link from one online message board into a message you send to some friends.  
Next thing you know you’re in prison awaiting trial for copyright infringement.  It’s stranger than fiction and, 
unfortunately, all too true.  While this stupidity is currently an American phenomenon, what happens south of 
the 49th travels north with far too much regularity to make me comfortable.
Here is the story as written by Kevin Gallagher for TheGuardian,com.

When I first noticed Barrett Brown in early 2011, I never thought that two years later I’d be directing Free 
Barrett Brown. Intrigued by his irreverence, I became familiar with his work, admiring him for his skill as a 
writer. I spoke to him briefly on IRC (internet relay chat) and occasionally dropped into the same channels he 
frequented; later I met him in person at a conference in New York City. But it’s the US government’s behavior 
in this and other cases – see also, Manning, Hammond, Swartz, Assange, etc – that have made running his legal 
defense fund a labor of love for me.
The distributed research project Brown founded, Project PM, is important and necessary. Since 9/11, the intel-
ligence and cyber-security contracting industries have exploded in size. I believe, as Barrett does, that the public/
private partnership on surveillance constitutes a threat to civil transparency and the health of democratic insti-
tutions. Large and very profitable companies like Booz Allen Hamilton obtain most of their revenues from the 
federal government; yet, the majority of their work is performed in secrecy.
Barrett had the insight to realize early on that the troves of emails that were hacked by Anonymous out of 
HBGary Federal and Stratfor and subsequently made public had the potential to provide a rare window into the 
activities of the cyber-intelligence industry. I believe it was this journalistic work of digging into areas that power-
ful people would rather keep in the dark that made him a target.
Contrary to claims, Brown is not a hacker (he is unabashedly lacking in technical skills). Nor was he a spokesper-
son for Anonymous (the very idea is ridiculous). He is an iconoclastic writer with a penchant for satire and hyper-
bole. He became an activist by observing the media’s failure to cover the issues or stories that he deemed impor-
tant. Some of his proudest work was the assistance rendered by Anonymous to citizens in North Africa during the 
first months of the Arab Spring.
As an information activist who understands how information can be distributed and have an impact, Brown was 
extremely skilled and media-savvy. With Anonymous, he fulfilled a function that was necessary, and which few 
others were willing to do: put a public face to a movement for transparency. He was highly effective – and that’s 
why he’s being punished so severely.
The fact that he’s now facing a possible maximum of 105 years in prison is distressing, but it’s indicative of the 
larger pattern: an out-of-touch government at war with the press, prosecuting whistleblowers and activists, trying 
to silence dissent. Brown’s work has been interrupted, but many of the things he warned about – mass surveil-
lance of journalists, the threat to privacy presented by intelligence contractors, have turned out to be correct. He 
has been hugely vindicated – and public support for him is growing.
Overzealous and excessive prosecutions like Brown’s use flawed tactics, without focusing on the facts or the 
merits, and are in reality persecutions. They have invented crimes out of thin air, piling charge on charge; and 
they have extracted a guilty plea from a family member. In April, they went on a fishing expedition against the 
Project PM website, with a subpoena intended to identify other activists. They also tried, but failed, to seize 
$20,000 that my organization had raised for Barrett’s legal defense.
Brown was arrested during a heavily-armed FBI raid for, allegedly, making threats in YouTube videos and via 
tweets. The fact that the same FBI agent who is an alleged “victim” in the case continues to be the one doing the 
investigative casework and serving subpoenas is a clear conflict of interest.     READ MORE ONLINE...
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Personal Privacy
Want True Privacy?  Turn OFF Your Cell Phone

Drivers in the Vancouver area are unknowingly helping to track traffic congestion, as their cellphone GPS 
signals are being automatically fed into a new online traffic map.
TransLink, Transport Canada and B.C.’s Transportation Ministry have unveiled an online, colour-coded traffic 
map of the Lower Mainland with real-time updates that indicate areas of congestion.
“It tracks your cellphone signals, and based on that, it directs that data online,” said TransLink spokeswoman Jiana 
Ling. “So when you check and see exactly if there is traffic currently in the area you’re wishing to travel to, you can plan 
accordingly.”
Ling said TransLink does not receive any personal data from cellphone signals and that all personal information is 
“scrambled and anonymized” before it is pushed to the map.
“Cellphone signals 
within the telecom 
network gets picked 
up and stripped off of 
any personal informa-
tion at the source,” 
Ling said in an email 
statement to CBC 
News.
“TransLink’s data 
provider then processes 
the anonymous 
cellphone signals 
through a specialized 
algorithm. This algo-
rithm generates the average speed of commuters on the road network and TransLink posts this information online. The 
algorithm can only generate the average speed of the road network, it cannot identify the travel patterns of any specific 
cellphone user.”
But Tom Keenan, an online security expert at the University of Calgary, questions how secure the software is.
“If they did a good job, the hackers will walk away and say, ‘We can’t get anything.’ If they did a bad job, you can be 
rest assured that your Uncle Charlie is going to be tracked on the freeway.”
Micheal Vonn, policy director for the BC Civil Liberties Association, said TransLink failed to commission a 
privacy impact assessment for the map, something it is legally bound to do.
“In the rush to use these new technologies, the obvious steps for consideration around privacy and security have been 
missed,” Vonn said.
Ling said TransLink conducted an internal review and decided a privacy assessment was not required since the 
data it receives does not contain any personal information.
The $1.2-million project covers all numbered highways in Metro Vancouver between Whistler, Chilliwack and 
White Rock. It is available on DriveBC, via the map view on both the website and mobile app. Users should 
select the option for Metro-Vancouver Traffic Data. Transport authorities will also use the data to help plan future 
updates and improvements to highways. 
The GPS tracking technology used for B.C.’s new live traffic map is the same technology used by Google Maps 
and many GPS devices featuring live traffic maps. 
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Police Misconduct
How to Serve a Warrant:  1972 versus 2013

1972

1) The warrant officer at your station gives you a warrant for someone who lives on your beat. It’s for an old drug 
possession beef. The suspect has no criminal history. Ho-hum.
2) You go to the location. You knock on the door. If no one answers, you leave and come back another time. If 
your man answers the door, you either arrest him or cite him to court. If you know he’s there (TV is on, curtains 
move as he peeks out the window at you, etc.) but he won’t answer the door, you call another car to watch the 
back while you go in the front and get him. If he submits, fine. If he resists you thump him (tasers are years in the 
future). If he goes for a weapon you shoot him.

PLAN B: THE CRIME IS SERIOUS, OR THE SUSPECT IS KNOWN TO BE DANGEROUS
1) Bring a few more cops.
2) Bring shotguns.

2013

1) The warrant officer at your station gives you a warrant for someone who lives on your beat. It’s for an old drug 
possession beef. The suspect has no criminal history. Drug possession! This guy is obviously a degenerate, and 
threatens the very fabric of civilization! There’s no time to lose!
2) You and your pals put on black ninja outfits. You put black bags over your heads with little slits for your eyes. 
Now you can do anything you want and no one can identify you afterwards. Hey, it works for the PLO and the 
IRA, right? You call all of the schools within a fifty mile radius and tell them to go on lockdown.
3) You ride to the scene in an armored personnel carrier (yes, I said an armored personnel carrier!).
4) When you arrive, you jump out and storm the house, bristling with weapons that were, at one time, only 
used on foreign battlefields to engage implacable enemies of the United States and its interests. Now they’re used 
against this country’s civilian population.
5) The family’s elderly Labrador, who is now approaching you, tail wagging, is obviously there to guard the drug 
kingpin’s stash, and presents a grave danger to law enforcement personnel. Hose him with your M-16, or MP5, 
or whatever squirt gun your agency issues. That way the neighbors will see what a baaaaadass you are.
6) Don’t knock on the door…that’s for sissies. Take it down with a battering ram. Run in and cuss a lot, like they 
do in those cool movies. Prone everybody out on the floor. When the family’s other dog gets excited and starts 
barking, blow him away like you did the other one. Do it in front of the kids. That way they’ll learn that this 
country’s laws must be respected!
7) There are lots of news cameras outside because you called them ahead of time and told them to be there. 
March your prisoner out and look really grim. Now everyone watching the news can see your armored personnel 
carrier (yes, I said ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER!) and they can see how awesome you are in your Ninja 
outfit.
8) Make sure your department spokesman is there to give an exciting account of your great victory. That way the 
pretty girl with too much hair mousse can do a “BREAKING NEWS” story about how you’ve struck a stunning 
blow to the international drug trade. 

But we have nothing to fear because the police are here to help us, right?

http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
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Political Action
The Political Action Wizard Free Senate Edition - Download and Use it Today

On June 23, 2013 I announced that the political action software program I had created for contacting every 
Senator in Canada was ready for you to download and use.  While the reason I created the software is no longer 
relevant (The Senate repeal Section 13 of the Canadian Human Rights Act on June 28) the Canadian Senate still 
has a lot of power over the lives of ordinary Canadians.  
While they did a great thing by finally passing Bill C-304 to repeal Section 13, the very same day they absolutely 
gutted Bill C-377, a bill that would have forced Canadian labour unions to become more transparent.  They did 
this and got away with it because nobody was watching them and they knew it.  
The Political Action Wizard Free Senate Edition is a tool for every Canadian to use to write to our Senators and 
express our views on the legislation before them.  As their actions on Bill C-377 proved, we must let our Senators  
know we’re watching otherwise all kinds of silliness takes place.   

http://download.politicalactionsoftware.org/senate-free-edition/

http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org
http://download.politicalactionsoftware.org/senate-free-edition/tid-RFB140_1
http://download.politicalactionsoftware.org/senate-free-edition/tid-RFB140_2
http://download.politicalactionsoftware.org/senate-free-edition/tid-RFB140_3
http://download.politicalactionsoftware.org/senate-free-edition/tid-RFB140_5
http://download.politicalactionsoftware.org/senate-free-edition/tid-RFB140


Rights and Freedom Bulletin  Issue No. 146 Aug 17, 2013               http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org

11 Rights and Freedom Bulletin  Issue No. 146 Aug 17, 2013               http://Bulletin.RightsAndFreedoms.org

From The Inbox

I love hearing from you, the reader of Canadian Rights and Freedoms Bulletin. 
If you would like to submit a comment about a story that’s appeared in Canadian Rights and Freedoms Bulletin 
or if you would like to submit an article for publication, you can do that by sending an email to bulletin@right-
sandfreedoms.org. Alternatively, you can submit your thoughts through the web form located at http://support.
rightsandfreedoms.org/contact-us/.
Yours in Liberty,

Christopher di Armani

Emergency Authorization to Transport

 
I was just speaking to a co-worker (Paul L.), who like myself is an avid shooter and sportsman. Like me he is very 
wary of the actions taken by the R.C.M.P. during the flooding in High River Alberta. Everyone in Canada is now 
aware of these actions, that I think most people believe were not legal, not supported under Alberta’s Emergency 
Measures Act and frankly a violation of Section 8 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
Paul has come up with a very interesting safety net for Canadian firearms owners who might find themselves in 
the same situation as the residents of High River. 
Is it possible to apply to the Chief Firearms Officer (CFO) in your province and request an “Emergency Authori-
zation to Transport” and have a valid copy on file in the event of a natural disaster? Having such a document 
on hand that you might never use but have in the event you are told to evacuate your home, would be a great 
benefit to firearms owners. While it would not be necessary for non restricted firearms, it would be required if 
you wanted to remove any restricted or prohibited firearms from your property in order to protect them from 
damage.
Alternately of course there could be an amendment to the “Firearms Act” that could give blanket authority to 
transport any firearm in the event of evacuation due to a disaster of any type. As long as the firearms are being 
transported in accordance with the regulations on safe transportation, there should be no issues.
As the R.C.M.P. put such a huge emphasis on “securing” firearms during the flooding in High River, what possi-
ble objections could they have to law abiding citizens wanting to “legally” transport and secure their own prop-
erty?
My intention is to forward this as a request for clarification to my MP and send a copy to the Canadian Sports 
Shooting Association.
Stay tuned and I’ll let you know how it turns out.
Ian , Winnipeg
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