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COMMENTARY: CSSA MEMBERS STAY COOL DURING RCMP GUN BAN CRISIS  
 
The Firearms Act has been used as a blunt object against responsible firearms owners for more 

than a decade – yet some people in the firearms community still panic when the RCMP ban guns.  
 
The government, RCMP and Chief Firearms Offices have learned that we won't take the 

bureaucratic abuse lying down. These recent RCMP-inspired reclassifications of the Swiss Arms 

and CZ-858 rifles, however, reveal that some folks still type before they think.  
 
Breaking news on a gun ban calls for cool heads – the task at hand is to find out what's going on, 

where the fault lies and what action is required. When gun owners overreact at the first mention 

of bad news, the entire firearms community suffers.  
 
All Canadian Shooting Sports Association (CSSA) members are very upset with the RCMP 

reclassifications, but they maintain a relative calm while our appointed executives get a situation 

report from the government. In the meantime, a vocal minority of gun owners immediately 

engaged in threats of non-support for the government via online blogs. So, the message 

emanating from gun owners was soon scrambled and amateurish.  
 
Public forums are just that – public. Why engage in a poker game with all your cards turned 

face-up? You can't win a game that way and you definitely can't bluff, so don't try.  
 
When the firearms community is blind-sided by unfair regulation from deep within the RCMP's 

bureaucratic colon, it really isn't the best time to demand the immediate demise of the entire 

Firearms Act. It simply shows that Canada's wider gun community lacks cohesion and discipline. 

It also feeds anti-gun advocates exactly what they want. Witness the late-breaking CBC rant 

where Michael Bryant grouses about our “killing machines.” 
 
When the RCMP prohibits a firearm, rest assured they will probably not rush to every gun 

owner's doorstep with torches and leg irons. The RCMP elites have a history of lies and deceit 

(read: High River), but we must remember that gun bans are a process. Firearms owners who 

blog hysterical threats to abandon government support do not serve their own best interest. 

Heaping insults on politicians who have themselves been blind-sided only bites the hand that 

could feed you –and write countering legislation tomorrow. By attacking a government poised to 

help us, some of us are casting stones at the wrong target. 
 



A popular sentiment on recent blogs suggests that amnesties are for criminals. What is lost in the 

rhetoric is that an amnesty can also be a sharp and precise instrument for putting a spurious 

Firearms Act regulation on ice while we examine a better alternative. A lifeboat if you will. 
 
There is no nice way to say it. The RCMP lied to Public Safety Minister Steven Blaney. The 

CSSA has been helping to provide very technical information to demonstrate where the RCMP 

fudged their real intent. In the middle of this process, it is not constructive when gun owners 

stuff blogs with anti-Blaney catcalls and criticizing the CSSA for being MIA when we don't 

engage in these over-caffeinated public discussions. If we are under the radar, it's because that is 

where the real action is taking place. 
 
--------- 
 
COMMENTARY: SPECIAL FOR THE FIREARMS COMMUNITY AND INDUSTRY 

MEMBERS 
 
LOOSE LIPS STILL SINK SHIPS  
 
Please note the CBC story below. Virtually the entire story is the result of information being 

provided to the hostile media by the firearms community. 
 
While there may be a temptation to tell share your side of the story, this is a situation where the 

only thing keeping the media story going is us. Sun News is trying (very successfully) to help the 

firearms community and industry while most other media is trying to hurt us – and we are 

providing the tools. 
 
This is making the work in Ottawa appreciably more difficult as politicos have to measure their 

own spin in the wake of negative CBC reportage. We are not trying to attach any blame to 

anyone but please NOTE – the firearms community can't manage the media if the media is 

managing us. Single window communications will win this fight and giving the story legs in 

CBC will not. If possible, please refrain from speaking to the media about these issues.  
 
------- 
 
RCMP CREATES GUN BAN TURMOIL – BRYANT CITES “KILLING MACHINES”: 

Both gun owners and gun control advocates say they're confused by the government's handling 

of a ban on a class of military-style rifles. Gun owners say they don't know what the 

government's five-year amnesty on the Swiss Arms Classic Greens means. The guns are semi-

automatic rifles called Classic Greens and they've been available in Canada for about a dozen 

years. Last week the RCMP changed the guns' classification from "non-restricted" to 

"prohibited" on its firearms reference table (FRT), a document available only to police and other 

authorized people such as gun shop owners.  
 
No announcement was made, and the RCMP has not responded to numerous calls about why the 

guns were banned. However, in an earlier email to a gun shop which was posted on a blog, the 

RCMP said they suspect the guns could be easily converted to be fully automatic. Automatic 



weapons, which shoot a spray of bullets with one trigger pull, are illegal in Canada. Michael 

Bryant, a spokesperson for the Coalition for Gun Control, is a little confused as well. Bryant, a 

former Ontario attorney general, said in a phone interview, "How can amnesty be given for a 

prohibited gun? I'm not sure that will stand up." 
 
Gun owners were outraged when news of the ban appeared on gun association websites. The 

websites urged owners to call their MPs. There were reports Conservative MPs were lining up at 

the mikes during last week's caucus meeting to let Prime Minister Stephen Harper know their 

constituents were upset about the gun ban. The National Firearms Association's Facebook page 

posted, "Big discussions, big developments. Good people are bringing the fight to caucus. Stay 

tuned."... 
 
...Bryant says the gun lobby is now indulging in "gluttony" ever since its success in lobbying the 

government to dismantle the gun registry. "They are now eager for more restrictions to be lifted," 

he said, and the government is "doing an end run around the RCMP." The gun lobby, he says, 

thinks Canadians have lost interest in gun control and want to "Americanize" the gun culture in 

Canada. What's happened, Bryant says, is an influx of "the kind of guns we've never seen in 

Canada." He added, "These guns are not for hunting. They're killing machines." (CBC News – 

March 7, 2014) 
To view the unedited story: http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/ban-of-swiss-arms-guns-sows-

confusion-1.2562933 
 
------- 
 
GARRY AND TONY TAKE A TURN ON CANADA IN THE ROUGH: CSSA/CILA's 

Tony Bernardo and MP Garry Breitkreuz probe the Saskatchewan outback with the Beasley 

brothers on this week's Canada in the Rough. 
 
Land of the Living Skies: Paul Beasley heads back to hunt with one of the Beasley Brothers' 

favorite waterfowl outfitters, Ace Outfitting! Joining Paul on this hunt are the two men who were 

primarily responsible for abolishing the long gun registry in Canada. This is the most profound 

political success for the outdoors community in Canada and the guys enjoy tremendous water-

fowling and bring home ducks to celebrate. 
 
See episode teaser: http://www.canadaintherough.com/land-of-the-living-skies/ 
Link to the TV networks with channels and times: http://www.canadaintherough.com/schedules/ 
 

------- 

 

HELP SUPPORT THE GREAT WORK THE CSSA DOES TO PROTECT YOUR 

RIGHTS.  DONATE HERE 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/ban-of-swiss-arms-guns-sows-confusion-1.2562933
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/ban-of-swiss-arms-guns-sows-confusion-1.2562933
http://www.canadaintherough.com/land-of-the-living-skies/
http://www.canadaintherough.com/schedules/
http://store.cssa-cila.org/cart.php?target=category&category_id=251


------- 
 
MP MILLER SECONDS MOTION FOR FIREARMS EXPERTS TECHNICAL 

COMMITTEE: 
(Editor's note: The CSSA had advocated creating a Firearms Experts Technical Committee to 

take firearms adjudication away from the RCMP. We are confident that such a committee would 

debunk the notion that there are good vs. bad guns. All guns can be used for sport shooting and 

should not be kept from sport shooters because they are “dangerous.” Recent gun bans prove 

that the RCMP is on a track to ban all guns, even though every gun is safe in the right hands. 

Kudos to MPs Cheryl Gallant for tabling Motion 452 and Larry Miller for seconding it. These 

MPs have long been good friends to the firearms community – please give them your full 

support.) 
 
Larry Miller, MP for Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound, seconded M-452, a motion put forward in the 

House of Commons by Cheryl Gallant, MP for Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke, that deals with 

firearms reclassifications and various reforms to firearms regulation.  
 
M-452 would amend Sections 117, 118 and 119 of the Firearms Act to establish a “Firearms 

Experts Technical Committee with the goal of restoring public confidence in the functions and 

operations of the Canadian Firearms Registration System. This committee would be permanent 

and would oversee such things as firearms reclassifications and would have regulatory powers 

with regards to the safe handling of firearms. 
 
Essentially, M-452 would remove the responsibility from the RCMP for classifying categories of 

firearms and place this responsibility within the scope of the duties of the Firearms Experts 

Technical Committee. The committee would be composed of the following members: 1) RCMP, 

2) Ontario Forensic Centre, 3) four individuals appointed to the committee as civilian firearms 

experts. Furthermore, M-452 would place a moratorium on firearms reclassification until the 

permanent committee is in place. 
 
“Having a safe, fair and transparent firearms registration system is a top priority for law-abiding 

hunters, anglers and sportsmen and indeed all Canadians,” said Miller. “This motion will end the 

arbitrary reclassification of firearms and will establish a committee that oversees firearms 

registration in an open and transparent fashion and that operates with direct civilian oversight.” 
 
For more information, the text of the motion, and to support the M-452, please visit; 

http://responsiblefirearmsreform.ca/stop-reclassification-confiscation/. (Media release – Larry 

Miller, MP – March 5, 2014) 
 
------- 
 
GREAT SUN NEWS VIDEO OF THE SHOT SHOW BY BRYN WEESE: Just like bring in 

Las Vegas without the expense – visit SHOT Show 2014 in this 45-minute video and meet lots 

of Canadians in the firearms industry. http://www.sunnewsnetwork.ca/video/3286809280001 
 
------- 

http://responsiblefirearmsreform.ca/stop-reclassification-confiscation/
http://www.sunnewsnetwork.ca/video/3286809280001


 
NOT-SO-GREAT FACEBOOK POLICY BANS FIREARMS ADVERTISING: 
http://www.ammoland.com/2014/03/facebook-instagram-announce-new-educational-

enforcement-measures-regarding-firearms/#axzz2vC29uKqk 
 
------- 
 
NATPOST COLUMNIST EXPLAINS GUN OWNERS' DISTRESS: Last week, thousands 

of rifles that had been legally purchased by properly licenced Canadians had their classifications 

under the Firearms Act changed by the RCMP, from non-restricted to prohibited. For these 

thousands of law-abiding gun owners, who had complied with all applicable laws when 

purchasing their firearms, paid taxes on the purchase and then stored and used their firearms 

properly, this was tantamount to a seizure of property without compensation. 
 
Our law requires anyone who purchases or possesses a firearm or ammunition to be licenced, but 

there are three levels of licence: non-restricted, which covers most hunting rifles and shotguns; a 

restricted licence, mostly for handguns; and a prohibited licence that covers fully automatic 

firearms, easily concealed snub-nosed pistols and other exotic bits of hardware. Prohibited 

licences are only available to a very select few Canadians who already owned prohibited-class 

firearms when the laws were enacted in 1995, and have not been issued since. By reclassifying 

thousands of rifles as prohibited, the RCMP made it effectively impossible for even a licenced, 

law-abiding gun owner to continue to legally possess rifles they already owned.  
 
After a sharp backlash among gun owners and some media commentators, including myself in 

the National Post, the Conservative federal government — which has long courted Canada’s 

millions of lawful firearms owners — backpeddled quickly. Steven Blaney, the Minister for 

Public Safety and the man ultimately responsible for Canada’s gun control system, announced 

that he was shocked, outraged and determined to never let something like this happen again. He 

promised action and a full review of the situation. And earlier this week, the government 

announced an amnesty for all Canadians who own the now prohibited rifles, meaning their 

owners will not be subject to prosecution — and years in prison — for continuing to possess a 

prohibited firearm. 
 
That’s a good first step, but no more than that... 
 

Read the rest at http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2014/03/06/matt-gurney-canadas-lawful-

gun-owners-deserve-more-than-amnesty/ (By Matt Gurney – National Post – March 6, 2014) 

 

------ 
 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

 The CSSA is the voice of the sport shooter and firearms enthusiast in Canada. Our national 

membership supports and promotes Canada's firearms heritage, traditional target shooting 

http://www.ammoland.com/2014/03/facebook-instagram-announce-new-educational-enforcement-measures-regarding-firearms/#axzz2vC29uKqk
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http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2014/03/06/matt-gurney-canadas-lawful-gun-owners-deserve-more-than-amnesty/
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competition, modern action shooting sports, hunting, and archery. We support and sponsor 

competitions and youth programs that promote these Canadian heritage activities.  

 

To join or donate to the CSSA, visit:  http://www.cdnshootingsports.org/membership.html   

------ 

To subscribe to the CSSA-CILA E-NEWS, send email to:  cssa-cila-e-news-

subscribe@lists.cssa-cila.org or visit http://lists.cssa-cila.org/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/cssa-cila-e-

news. 

To unsubscribe send email to:  cssa-cila-e-news-unsubscribe@lists.cssa-cila.org 

To change your address or manage your subscription options, visit:  http://lists.cssa-cila.org/cgi-

bin/mailman/options/cssa-cila-e-news 
------- 
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